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Today, no institution can ignore the need for deep conversations about race and ethnicity. But

colleges and universities face a unique set of challenges as they explore these topics. Diversity

Matters offers leaders a roadmap as they think through how their campuses can be hospitable

environments for diversity.
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ENDORSEMENTS FROM THE BACK COVER Ã¢â‚¬Å“Diversity Matters is a welcome offering not

just in the realm of evangelical Christian higher education, but also in the realm of evangelical

Christianity as a whole. Through it, the contributors clearly and courageously address the why, the

what, and the how of developing institutions where racial and ethnic diversity can flourish in ways

that benefit the institutions and honor God.Ã¢â‚¬Â• Ã¢â‚¬â€•BISHOP CLAUDE ALEXANDER,

pastor of The Park Church in Charlotte, North Carolina Ã¢â‚¬Å“The future of Christian higher

education is in educating the diversity of GodÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s followers for the work of Christ on earth.

This book is a giant step to get us there. Bringing together a whoÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s who of Christian

authors on the topic, this volume is a tour de force.Ã¢â‚¬Â• Ã¢â‚¬â€•MICHAEL O. EMERSON,

Provost, North Park University, author, Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem of

Race in America and Transcending Racial Barriers Ã¢â‚¬Å“Diversity Matters is a poignant book. It

touches on what really matters in the effort to create diverse communities and expand racial equity

on campus, in classrooms, at faculty meetings, and more. The writers challenge structural and

institutional racial injustices and speak to the heart of diversity and how it can be achieved.Ã¢â‚¬Â•



Ã¢â‚¬â€•GRACE JI-SUN KIM, associate professor of theology, Earlham School of Religion, author,

Embracing the Other and Mother Daughter Speak Ã¢â‚¬Å“We are at a critical moment in Christian

education in regard to diversity. With the demographics of our nation changing dramatically every

year, it is imperative that the church and Christian institutions of higher learning keep pace with this

changing reality. To that end, Diversity Matters offers sound advice to all who wish to join in this

necessary progress.Ã¢â‚¬Â• Ã¢â‚¬â€•NOEL CASTELLANOS, President, Christian Community

Development Association

Karen A. Longman serves as professor of doctoral higher education at Azusa Pacific University.

She earned her doctorate from the Center for the Study of Higher Education at the Univesrity of

Michigan, holds master's degrees from UM and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and completed

her undergraduate work in psychology at Albion College in Michigan. Longman continues to serve

as a Senior Fellow of the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities (CCCU) and had coordinated

Leadership Development Institutes for emerging learders within the CCCU since 1998. Her research

and publications focus on gender issues, leadership, and Christian higher education, including

Thriving in Leadership (ACU Press, 2012).

I read this book cover to cover, and recommend it to all who work in Higher Education and care

about diversity in the academe. Each section benefits from the passion of section editors and

chapter authors who've invested heart, soul, and mind into these issues. I particularly loved Section

Two: Why We Stayed, which highlighted the stories of long-term student development professionals

and scholars from diverse backgrounds who stayed engaged despite many obstacles. These men

and women are true role models for resilience and renewed my hope in the future of Christian

Higher Education. Read this with a group of colleagues! It's ideal as a launch pad for necessary

conversations about diversity.
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